
 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

Haiti Post Hurricane Matthew: Three Months On 

 
On the night of October 3rd, Haiti was whipped by Hurricane Matthew’s winds blowing gusts of up to 265 km/h 

with the eye of the hurricane passing over the southwest coast of Haiti. Matthew was one of the biggest storms 

recorded in the Caribbean and has caused the biggest humanitarian emergency in Haiti since the earthquake 6 

years ago. The scale and impact of the hurricane has been devastating for 1.4 million Haitians, particularly those 

living in the southern peninsula of the country. In that area, 80 per cent of the population relies on subsistence 

agriculture to feed their families and make a living. But the storm has ruined an estimated 80% of crops and 

decimated vegetal coverage, drowned animals, destroyed farms. But thanks to your support, we were working 

within 48 hours after the passage of the hurricane, distributing vital supplies to people affected. 

 

A challenging response 
While thousands of people lost their lives, many more were threatened by disease, with the risk of cholera, and 

other water-borne diseases increased due to contaminated water and poor sanitation. The prospect of 

malnutrition also was and remains a serious concern. In addition to items water tanks and buckets we had 

stored in Port-au-Prince, the capital of Haiti, we were able to fly equipment into the region from our warehouses 

in Spain. This meant that within hours, our teams were deployed in the most impacted areas of the country. 

 

However, right after the impact of the hurricane, the roads were inaccessible due to landslides, blocked roads or 

fallen bridges in the affected areas. Progressively, efforts grew to increase access to areas where it was 

essential to deliver first relief while beginning to assess damages. In the first days of the crisis, Oxfam staff had 

to cross rivers by foot where bridges collapsed to reach the South department. Throughout the past months, 

they brought support to affected communities by walking for hours in mountains, as well as mobilising boats and 

helicopters to get food and construction material to inaccessible areas.  

 

Oxfam’s team in the field also trained community volunteers in the affected areas on water, sanitation, and 
hygiene. Other people from the affected communities received training in protection, access to credit, and 
disasters and risks management. The overall goal of the response is to contribute to saving the lives of women, 
men and children in vulnerable communities affected by Hurricane Matthew and provide support for mid-term 
recovery, strengthen resilience capacities and improve their well-being to allow these communities to be better 
prepared to face future natural threats. 

The village of Tiburon has been one of the most affected towns 
after the wrath of Matthew destroyed homes, gardens, and 
livestocks. Oxfam mobilised two barges to bring 110 tons of 
emergency food and tarps to this community.  
Photo: Dominique Févry-Gilliand / Oxfam 



 

 

 

 
Oxfam is working in three areas that have been affected by 
hurricane Matthew: South and Grande Anse departments, Cité-
Soleil, the commune of Anse Rouge. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where we are working 
 

1
st

 area - South and Grande-Anse 
departments: Oxfam is ensuring water trucking 
and distribution through bladders. We are also 
distributing hygiene kits to increase availability 
and access to basic hygiene products in remote 
areas. Plastic sheets and materials for house 
repairs have also been given and several 
operations to bring emergency food were 
organized. 

 
2

nd
 area - Cité-Soleil (slum in Port-Au-Prince):  

We are helping to strengthen the civil protection 
committee in addition to trainings. We are also 
promoting hygiene with kits distribution, cholera 
prevention, water and sanitation improvement. 
 
3

rd
 area – commune of Anse Rouge: In this 

area, Oxfam is implementing cash for work 
activities and hygiene promotion, and distributing 
hygiene kits to 1,500 households affected. We 
are also improving sanitation through community 
approach for total sanitation public institution 
sanitation (schools and markets). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Overall, we’ve been able to help 
almost 76,632 people so far – this 
would not have been possible without 
your help. 

 

20,667 people have benefitted from 

aquatabs distributions 
 

11,320 people benefitted from hygiene 

kits that were distributed  
 

1,250 water pumps have been repaired  

 

9,195 people benefitted from various 

distributions of tarps 
 

30,520 people have received food 

baskets – including items such as rice, 
lentils and cooking oil 

Ivrose lives with her baby, husband, parents, grandfather and two other family 
members in a cement house, which was damaged by the hurricane. She 
unfortunately lost an aunt in the disaster. The family also lost their garden and 
all their animals. She is still in Cavaillon, a town where Oxfam has been 
providing higyene kits and potable water. Photo: Fran Afonso / Oxfam  



 

 

Oxfam worked in partnerships with Haitian partners to 
deliver hygiene kits containing soaps, aquatabs, 
toothbrushes and other items in the remote commune 
of Duchity, located in the South department.  
Photo: Guillaume Internoscia / Oxfam 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Being prepared 
The Haitian government demonstrated that it had learned many lessons from the 2010 earthquake by clearly 
expressing from the outset its willingness to coordinate humanitarian aid for the affected population. 
Consequently, it immediately took several measures to prepare for the passage of hurricane Matthew, including 
alerts that were triggered a few days before Matthew’s landing on Haiti, training, contingency planning, and 
prepositioning of stock. The Directorate of Civil Protection (DPC) played a central role in the management of the 
preparation of the response as well as in the response itself. 
 
Oxfam has also invested a lot of time, effort and planning into working and building local partners’ capacity to be 
able to respond to emergencies. As such, we are reaching the most vulnerable people by involving community 
based organisations and local authorities, while simultaneously coordinating better with local governments. It is 
crucial for us not create parallel structures, but use existing ones.  
 

 

Drought season  
With this level of devastation (homes destroyed in some 

districts, food still scarce, and water-borne diseases 

remaining a threat), thousands of people still need our 

support. Before Matthew, a severe drought brought by 

El Nino was already causing the decapitalization of the 

rural population, as crops withered in the scorching 

heat. Matthew also struck at the moment where farmers 

were getting ready to harvest the little that they 

managed to produce. Unfortunately, the storm wiped 

out 80% of the crops, drowned most of the livestock, 

and destroyed critical infrastructure. All of which, in 

addition to the lack of food and seeds, point to a 

particularly weak harvest come January and February. 

 

Over the past 3 months, our most urgent priority has 
been to supply clean water, hygiene materials, as well 
as rebuild people’s livelihoods, basic infrastructures and 

increase protection  for vulnerable  particularly, women 
and children. Training on how to prevent the spread of 
infectious diseases has also been a prime concern. Our 
response aims at saving the lives of vulnerable affected 
people and increase the resilience of 150,000 
individuals to face future shocks.  

 

Political process 
Haiti is currently going through an electoral process. Oxfam priorities support the agenda of citizens to actively 
participate in the policy choices that have an impact on resilience and long-term development prospects. 
Anywhere in the world it is crucial that electoral developments be transparent as part of that process. In Haiti, we 
also support a decentralization agenda which allows for local communities to engage and be empowered. We 
believe this is the most effective means to a more stable and resilient country. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Suze saw how hurricane Matthew blew her home away. “The situation is desperate. Some people were able to rebuild their 
house and others did not. Sometimes people put a roof that protects them from the sun, but not from the rain. So when it rains, 
we cannot sleep, we stay in the house with your feet soaked.”  
 
Oxfam organized the distribution of aid by sea, with two boats containing food and hygiene kits. For Suze, this was very 
important given that no other NGOs were able to arrive in her village becaue of the devastation left by the hurricane. “We are 
very pleased with the help Oxfam has provided. No one had come before and we were hungry. We need you to continue your 
work with us.” Photo: Guillaume Internoscia / Oxfam 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The next steps 
Beyond the immediate need to make sure people have shelter, clean water, support to buy food, and 
rebuild their gardens, we will continue to work in Haiti in the longer term to help affected people to reclaim a 
normal life.  
 
The upcoming months will be very challenging, but thanks to your support, we can continue to help on the 
field as long as it takes to help people get back on their feet. Three months on from this devastating 
hurricane, people in affected areas still need help from the international community as we are going from 
emergency relief efforts to recovery activities, which will support communities on long-term livelihoods 
activities.  
 
 
 

Thank you for your support. 


